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RYLA 
RYLA 2010 will take place 

from 4th September to 11th September 
at the Grafham Water Centre. 

Do we have a candidate? 
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INTERPRETATION OF TERROR ALERTS 

The following was the subject of an email circulating in a number of computer companies 
and submitted to your editor by Rtn Peter Harkness, to whom any comments should be 
directed 

The English are feeling the pinch in relation to recent terrorists threats and have 
raised their security level from “Miffed” to “Peeved”. Soon, though, security 
levels may be raised yet again to “Irritated” or even “A Bit Cross”. The English 
have not been “A Bit Cross” since the blitz in 1940 when tea supplies all but ran 
out. Terrorists have been re-categorised from “Tiresome” to “A Bloody 
Nuisance”. The last time the British issued a “Bloody Nuisance” warning level 
was during the Great Fire of 1666. 

The Scots have raised their threat level from “Pissed Off” to “ Let’s Get The 
Bastards”. They don’t have any other levels. This is the reason they have been 
used on the front line in the British Army for the last 300 years.  

The French Government announced yesterday that it has raised its terror alert level 
from “Run” to “Hide”. The only two higher levels in France are “Collaborate” and 
“Surrender”. The rise was precipitated by a recent fire that destroyed France’s 
white flag factory, effectively paralysing the country’s military capability. It’s not 
only the French who are on a heightened level of alert. Italy has increased the alert 
level from “Shout Loudly and Excitedly” to “Elaborate Military Posturing”. Two 
more levels remain: “Ineffective Combat Operations” and “”Change sides”.  

The Germans also increased their alert state from “Disdainful Arrogance” to 
“Dress in Uniform and Sing Marching Songs”. They also have 2 higher levels: 
“Invade a Neighbour” and “Lose”. Belgians, on the other hand, are all on holiday 
as usual and the only threat they are worried about is NATO pulling out of 
Brussels. 

The Spanish are all excited to see their new submarines ready to deploy. These 
beautifully designed subs have glass bottoms so the new Spanish Navy can get a 
really good look at the old Spanish Navy. Americans meanwhile, and as usual, are 
carrying out pre-emptive strikes on all of their allies, just in case.  

And in the Southern hemisphere … 

New Zealand has also raised its security level - from “baaa” to “BAAAA!”. Due 
to continuing defence cutbacks, New Zealand has only one more level of 
escalation, which is “I Hope Australia will Come and Rescue Us”. 

Australia, meanwhile, has raised its security level from “No Worries” to “She’ll 
Be All Right Mate”. Three more escalation levels remain: “Crikey!”, “I Think 
We’ll Need To Cancel The Barbie This Weekend” and “The Barbie Is Cancelled”. 
So far, no situation has ever warranted use of the final escalation level. 
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CANNON BALLS!!! 
DID YOU KNOW THIS? 

It was necessary to keep a good 
supply of cannon balls near the cannon 
on old warships. But how to prevent 
them from rolling about the deck was a 
major problem. The best storage 
method devised was to stack them as 
a square based pyramid, with one ball 
on top, resting on four, resting on nine, 
which rested on sixteen. Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be 
stacked in a small area right next to the cannon. There was only one 
problem - how to prevent the bottom layer from sliding/rolling from 
under the others. 

Answer: 

The solution was a metal plate with 16 round dimples, called, for 
reasons unknown, a Monkey. But if this plate were made of iron, the 
iron balls quickly rusted to it. The solution to the rusting problem was 
to make the plates of brass - hence “Brass Monkeys”.  

Few landlubbers realise that brass contracts more, and more rapidly 
than iron when chilled. Consequently, when the temperature dropped 
too far, the brass indentations would shrink so much that the iron 
cannon balls would come right off the monkey. 

Thus, it was quite literally, cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass 
monkey. And all the time you thought it was just a vulgar expression, 
didn’t you? 

��0$����'8$ $�������$$���#$���'�������$'�%$��'���%� ��#$��(���$��
�((��$�'�������$�%���$����%$$�$���#$�������$������� �������!<'���'�.�
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Inner Wheel Club 

of Letchworth Garden City 
President : Jane Bewell (01462 672380) 

Secretary : Jane  Pavey (01462 813179) 
 

 
Programme 

Club Meetings 
 

Tuesday 2nd March 
Business Meeting 

 
Tuesday 6th April 

Visit of District Chairman 
Judy Hardcastle 

 
 

Saturday 6th March 2010 
OVERSEAS SERVICE 

SUPPER 
St Paul’s Church Hall, 

Pixmore Way 
Tickets from Mary Ireland 

(Tel: 01462 682034) 
 
 

Wednesday 28th April 2010 
FASHION SHOW 

(see opposite) 
Tickets from Mary Deary 

(Tel: 01462 686859) 

Wives or partners of Rotarians 
would be most welcome to join 

us for a meeting at the 
Broadway Hotel or at any of 

the other events.   

Please contact either of the 
Janes! 
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 Duty Rotarian Speaker Finder Speaker 
 
     
February (World Understanding Month) 
10 Feb Dennis Wells Sam Thakur Jamie Smith 
   “HSBC Bank” 
17 Feb        SCATTER WEEK - No Club meeting 
 
24 Feb Chris Nicholson Mike Birrell John Stoddard 
   “Rotary Titbits” 
March (Literacy Month) 
 3 Mar John Moys Peter Harkness Dr Viv Lucas - Medical Director 
   Garden House Hospice 
10 Mar Mike Birrell John Elliott T.B.A. 
 
17 Mar Terry Brazier BUSINESS MEETING 
 
24 Mar David Brightwell David Brightwell T.B.A. 
 
31 Mar Roger Buckley Richard Peach Ambassadorial Scholars 
(5th Wed) (partners & guests welcome) 

ROTARY DAY 

Tuesday 23rd February 2010 

This is the 105th anniversary of the founding 

of Rotary by Paul Harris in Chicago. 

CLUB COUNCIL 
The next meeting is on  

Tuesday 9 March  
at 6.00pm  

at The Settlement 


