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AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARS 

At our meeting on 31 
March we had the pleasure 
of the company of 2 
ambassadorial scholars, 
Andrew Hable and Marisa 
Garcia Vilet. Andrew, 24, is 
studying at Downing 
College, Cambridge for an 
M. Phil. in engineering. He 
was born in Fort Atkinson, 
Wisconsin, a state in which 
wolves roam and where 
there are cheese-rolling 
contests. After achieving a 
degree in civil engineering 
Andrew worked for a water resources firm for 3 months before joining the U.S. 
Peace Corps, which has some 7,000 participants working worldwide. Andrew’s 
long-term aim is to improve water resources and sanitation in the third World 
and hs has spent 21 months in Panama doing just that. Panama has few 
resources for its population of 3.3 million people. Many of the native people 
live in reservations. A family of 10 may have an income of as little as $3 a day. 
Andrew explained how he has been working with the people in a remote (very 
remote) village, one hour’s walk from the nearest road! There is no electricity, 
but there is a cellular ‘phone tower in the village! With Andrew’s support and 
technical advice, there is now a 5 km pipeline to the village from a natural 
spring, which supplies 4 taps in the village. He also supervised a latrine project, 
training the villagers in basic sanitation. This included filling in the latrine pits 
and planting a tree on each one! 

Marisa, 27, from Tampico in Mexico is studying International Business at 
Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge, and has spoken to us before. Her main 
interest is in developing medical tourism. She is focussing on a hospital project 

DG John Samuel pictured with some of the Ambassadorial 

Scholars - Andrew is second from right. 
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in Tampico which will not only provide 
improved health facilities but also provide 
employment. She is currently working on an 
analysis of the project. She interestingly 
explained the origin of the green, white and 
red Mexican flag, with an eagle standing on 
a cactus and holding a snake. This is of 
Aztec origin. The eagle represents the sun 
and the snake represents knowledge and 
wisdom. The Aztecs believed that they 
should build their empire based on the place where they found an eagle standing on 
a cactus eating a snake. This they did - that place is now Mexico City. 
 
As always, these two young scholars demonstrated the strength of the ambassadorial 
scholar programme, and are worthy ambassadors both of their countries and Rotary. 

AUSTRALIAN TOURISM WEBSITE 

The following quotations were posted on an Australian tourism website, and the answers 

are the actual responses by the website officials, who obviously have a sense of humour! 

Q Does it ever get windy in Australia? I have never seen it rain on TV, how do 

the plants grow? (UK) 

A We import plants fully grown and then just sit around watching them die. 
 
Q Will I be able to see kangaroos in the street? (USA) 

A Depends how much you have been drinking. 
 
Q I want to walk from Perth to Sydney - can I follow the railroad tracks? 

(Sweden) 

A Sure, it’s only 3000 miles, take lots of water. 
 
Q Which direction is north in Australia? (USA) 

A Face south and then turn 180 degrees. Contact us when you get here and 
we’ll send the rest of the directions. 

 
Q Can I bring cutlery into Australia? (UK) 

A Why? Just use your fingers like we do … 
 
Q Please send me a list of all doctors in Australia who can dispense rattlesnake 

serum. (USA) 

A Rattlesnakes live in A-meri-ca which is where YOU come from. All Austra-
lian snakes are perfectly harmless, can be safely handled and make good pets. 

(Contributed  by Peter Harkness) 
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This anecdote is taken from the magazine of Inner Wheel District 7 
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HAITI 
Although the cameras and news teams have moved on, Rotary is still 

helping to fund the reconstruction work in this poor country. The following 
are some examples of what clubs have achieved: 

The owner of The Broadway, 
Chris Gerard, has acquired a 
new eating place, The Rusty 
Gun, formerly The Royal Oak, 
on the London Road in St 

Ippolytts. As well as the bar and restaurant, there is a produce 
shop. 
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NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL 

ARBORETUM 
For those who have not 
visited this memorial site in 
Alrewas in Staffordshire it 
is well worth a visit. It is a 
spiritually uplifting place 
which honours the fallen. It 
is a peaceful place which 
contains 50,000 maturing 

trees and 160 memorials. The 
Arboretum covers 150 acres 
and attracts over 300,000 
visitors per year. In March 
2010 the Basra Memorial 
Wall was rededicated on site. 
There is a stand of trees 
donated by Rotary near the 
Burma Railway memorial, 
and also an Inner Wheel 
garden. 

National Trust Properties - East of England Region 
Fill in the missing consonants - the vowels are in the correct order. 
(contributed by Dick Darvill) 

aee ae …………………………………………… 
ii a …………………………………………… 
oue i …………………………………………… 
ei a …………………………………………… 
aie oe …………………………………………… 
io oue …………………………………………… 
eo a ………………………………………….... 
ou a …………………………………………… 
eoe oue …………………………………………… 
a oe …………………………………………… 
eia a …………………………………………… 
uo oo …………………………………………… 
ie e …………………………………………… 
ioe a …………………………………………… 
Hint: the answers are in alphabetical order. 
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WEA 

Some while ago Dick Darvill 
spoke to us about the WEA 

((Workers’ Educational 
Association), the UK’s largest 
voluntary sector provider of 

adult learning. 

The Hitchin group is about to 
start a 6-session course at the 
Queen Mother Theatre on the 

subject of “Arts, Media and 
Publishing”. The tutor is Peter 
Bleasby and the course is on 
Tuesday mornings at 10.00 
am from 13 April to 25 May. 
The standard course fee is 

£26.50. 

You can enrol at 
www.wea.org.uk. 
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Inner Wheel Club 

of Letchworth Garden City 

President : Jane Bewell (01462 672380) 

Secretary : Jane  Pavey (01462 813179) 

 

 

Club Meetings 

 

Tuesday 6th April 

Visit of District Chairman 

Judy Hardcastle 

 

Tuesday 4th May 

 

 

An important date for your diary 

Sunday June 20th 

CHARITY TEA 

at 324 Norton Way South 

(More details next month) 

 

 

Wednesday 28th April 2010 

FASHION SHOW 

Tickets from Mary Deary 

(Tel: 01462 686859) 
 

We are delighted to welcome to our club Joan 
Mills and Avril Commons who were inducted 
by our District Chairman Judy Hardcastle during 
her visit to our club in April. 

Wives or partners of Rotarians 

would be most welcome to join us for a meeting 

at the Broadway Hotel or at any of the other events.   

Please contact either of the Janes! 
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WEDNESDAY MEETINGS 

 Duty Rotarian Speaker Finder Speaker 

 

April (Magazine Month) 

 7 Apr Dick Darvill CLUB AGM 
 
14 Apr Nigel Downes  Quo Vadis? (Where are you going?) 
 
21 Apr John Elliott John Hillson Lee Boswell 
   Town Centre Manager 

28 Apr David Green Alan Goodwin Dr Keith Tovey 
   U.E.A. 

May 

 5 May Peter Harkness Alan Goodwin Sister Joan Yates 
   “Kanyike project in Uganda” 

12 May Tim Jeeves Dick Darvill T.B.A. 
 
19 May Roger Thomson BUSINESS MEETING 
 
26 May John Hillson John Moys David Smith 
   “North Hertfordshire Homes” 

DISTRICT ASSEMBLY 
Saturday 10th April 

at Mildenhall 
morning only  

(9.25 am to 12.45 pm) 

NAME BADGES 
It was reported at the last 
Business Meeting that Council 
have endorsed Tim Jeeves’ 
proposal to replace our plastics 
name badges with metallic gold-
coloured magnetic ones which 
can be used with any apparel. 
The new badges will not 
include the member’s 
classification. It was proposed 
that the Club should pay £3.25 
per badge and members should 
pay £3.50. This proposal was 
endorsed. 


